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49 / YIC mein 9ate / 2014 oy esidential College? That reminds me those restrictions, regulations, and old—
: [R]fashioned buildings!” This was the initial impression when | heard about the
Residential College. This Residential College system is quite common in the United States,
but in Korea it is relatively a new concept. Benelits of it promoted more and more prestigious
schools in the world to institute the Residential College system. Yonsei University, one of the
best leading schools in Korea, introduced this system in Korea for first, As a consequence,
several other schools in Korea are also instituting Residential College systems, So, what is
it good about the Residential College? Spending first year of college at Residential College
located in Songdo, Incheon does not sound ideal, but this year had been one of the best
moments in my life. To point out a few experiences at RC, | want to first describe about the
Songdo and Yonsei International Campus.
hiling winds and construction sites first welcomed on my way from the Campus
[C] Town station to the main gate of YIC, or Yonsei International Campus. YIC
is located in Songdo, the north—western part of Incheon. It is an hour away by public
transportation to Sin Chon where the Yonsei University's Seoul Campus is situated. To be
honest, | was first worried about that YIC is located in Songdo which is comparatively a new
city; however, | bet Songdo has remarkable characteristics, First, if you are a bicyclist, you
will love Songdo. | love to ride around the city. However, the quality of bicycle roads at Seoul
or any other cities are quite poor. Songdo is a perfect place where you can ride bicycles
since Songdo has bicycle—only—roads and there are not much cars except for rush hours
thus you can enjoy the safe and clean road, As Incheon is a port city, if you ride a bit farther
you can see the clean sea near the Incheon Bridge, Second, | need to mention about the
Central Park and Canal Walk near YIC. Central Park is the centerpiece of green space plan.
Central Park is an environmentally friendly destination with a myriad of parks and public
green spaces incorporated into its design. There are Rabbit Island and Deer Island, where
rabbits and deers live on portion of island on the liver at Central Park. Canal Walk, located
right beside the Central Park, is a complex of shopping, restaurants, cafe, and many other
puUrposes.
emories at Central Park and Canal Walk that | would like to share are the 2014
[M ] Songdo Fireworks and Music Festival, It is hosted annually during the autumn
and about four hundred thousands of people come to enjoy the festival, It offers both music
and fireworks around the night sky of Songdo. It was very beautiful and memorable events at
Songdo. Third, | would like to point out about the convenient faciliies near the Korean Coast
Guard and Sgaure One which are very accessible from YIC, The school provides shuttle bus

1 8 © YONSEI UNIVERSITY
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to and from Korean Coast Guard and Square One which is another complex department
store near Dong Chun Station. Near the Korean Coast Guard and Square One, there are
hogpitals, movie theatres and any other faclliies that is accessible and convenient.

very moment at Songdo was precious now | want to emphasize on the Residential
[E] Programs and Residential Assistants. Each freshman will be automatically
assigned to a particular House and there are Residential Assistants in each House. | was
in Allen House, and my RA was a very caring and warm—hearted person, She would
come and have a dinner with me and provide advices when | had problems, She would
also remember every Allenians’ birthday and celebrate with a cake. Furthermore, RC
Programs including concerts, musicals, lectures, RC Olympics, parties, cooking, hang outs
and various other activities, There are significant RC programs | would like to share, First
the Allen Party and Allen Cafe were splendid. Allen party, all decorated and ran by RAs of
Allen House, was a real fun with lots of fun games, foods, and good people. Allen cafe is
a cafe fully equipped with RA doing baristas. It opens for every Wednesdays and it offered
various types of coffee and tea just for 500 won, The profits were all donated to children
care center, There were frequent RC lectures, musicals and concerts. | went to RC jazz and
classical concerts hosted by virtuoso musicians and these were remarkably professional.
Also, one RC lecture that left strong impression on me is a lecture by Gang Geum S, the
Minister of Justice. She shared about her successiul life and about obstacles of how hard
and tough it was to become the Minister as a woman in Korea. Also, Aristotle House's
Haunted House was another professional fun event, Voluntary students received cosmetics
and costumes from professional make up teams and decorations were all professional, It
was only 1000 won to enjoy this Haunted House but its value exceeds 1000 won. Last and
most importantly, | want to share about how the Christian communities are well established in
YIC. In both the first dormitory and the second dormitory, there are oratory, fellowship room
and prayer room, The prayer room and fellowship room are always open so that everyone
can have their prayers regardless of the time. Also, there is a Morning Prayer meeting every
day at C. S, Kang Chapel which is called YMP, the Yonsei Morning Prayer sponsored by
Yonsei Chaplain Office.
In a nutshell, RC was a treasure for ME. | have met most interacting and family like
community at YIC. | am staying at YIC for the rest of three years because of my major,
| ' would love to stay. Beautiful campus, caring communities, wonderful Songdo
makes me feel like YIC is my second home town. Many of fellow
classmates and friends want to stay more at YIC even though it is not
mandatory. RC, where WE make history.
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